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Managing 

vegetation 

after fire 
 

 

As autumn rains set in after the January 2013 

fires it brings new plant growth.  This growth 

is also from our persistent foe - the weed.  

Weeds respond well to fire, stimulated by the 

both the disturbed ground and reduced 

competition and for many weeds seed 

germination is increased. It’s tempting to start 

pulling out these invaders or to apply a 

smothering of chemical sprays.  It can also be 

an overwhelming task.  So before we declare 

war on the weeds- let’s ask the question - 

what is a weed?  

A weed by definition; is something that grows 

where it is not wanted, so what is a weed to 

one may be an important garden plant to 

another. However there are certain weeds 

that we all need to ensure don’t re –establish 

after fire. 

Types of weeds: 

Environmental weeds – these plants have a 

tendency to travel and will easily invade areas 

outside your garden, avoid planting these and 

remove if possible. If you must have these 

plants, take extra care to keep away from 

roadsides, coastal areas and any bushland and 

remove the seed heads after flowering.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of these are 

agapanthus, fennel, 

foxglove and gazania.    

Agricultural weeds - invade 

productive areas, impacting 

on farmland by both loss of 

productive land and cost of 

control. Blackberry and ragwort are examples. 

Declared weeds – These are weeds that have 

been assessed as a very serious threat in 

Tasmania.  Landowners are legally responsible 

for controlling these on their property, 

dependant on the zoning in 

your municipality under the 

Weed Management Act 

1999.  Examples of these in 

our area are; boneseed, 

African boxthorn, gorse, 

pampas grass, ragwort and 

Spanish heath.  

Agapanthus - an environmental weed 
when left to grow near roadsides or 
reserves.  n.Laughlin 

 

Spanish heath - a declared weed 
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Planning your weed control – 

Seeing weeds overtaking our gardens can be overwhelming.  Use the points below to help you put together a 

plan.   

1.  Deal with the highest threat (i.e. declared weeds). Draw a map of where weeds were before, have a look 

and see what is coming back, and control now whilst small and accessible. 

2. Prioritise weed removal to long lasting weeds that are threatening valuable assets (such as around new 

plant growth, native bush, coastal reserves etc.). Keep in mind that at least in the short term, colonising 

weeds are playing a part in stabilising the soils, contributing to organic matter and maintaining soil 

fertility.  Some natives also serve this purpose, such as fireweed and bracken. Focus control first on weeds 

that will cause the most ongoing management issues. 

3. Let native vegetation grow.  This plays an important role in reducing weed colonisation and stabilising 

soils.   

4. Report any strange growth.  See something growing that doesn’t look right?  Try to I.D and report a 

contact listed below. 

5. Don’t give up.  Weed control requires a long term approach. Keep working towards your goals and you 

will have less and less weed regrowth each year. 

We can use fire to our benefit in some instances as it has cleared access, reduced seed stores in the ground and 

weeds often regenerate first, ensuring easy targeted control.  Controlling these plants whilst they are small will 

make long term control much easier and effective.  If left though, we may have a worse problem than before. 

Soil disturbance and erosion 

It is important to be patient before removing 

burnt vegetation.  We are starting to see 

many plants re grow.  By leaving the woody 

debris (where it is safe to do so) we are 

preventing soil disturbance and allowing 

newly dropped seedlings to grow.  This will 

also supress weed growth 

Below is a list how native plants may be 

regenerating: 

Seed release – whilst fire has destroyed 

plants, many native species, such as banksias 

have woody seed capsules designed to 

protect seed from fire.  The hot temperatures 

and smoky conditions trigger the seeds to be 

released from these capsules.  Minimise 

disturbance around the plants and come 

spring we will see a multitude of seedlings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seeds have been released after fire on this Banksia cone 
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Suckering – this is growth from the roots of 

plants such as white correa and allocasurna 

species (pictured).  These pictures were taken 

recently at Dunalley beach.  

Lignotubers – seen on eucalypt species, these 

are dormant buds, insulated underground 

from the fires, now sending shoots out seen 

at the very base of the tree.  

Epicormic buds – these are buds that are 

under the bark of some eucalypts and are 

triggered by the loss of their canopy cover.  

This is what is gives eucalypts that ‘hairy 

trunk’ look.  

 

 

 

 

For more information on weeds visit www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au, Southern Regional Weed 

Officer - 6233 3650, or contact your local NRM officer.  Tasman – 6250 9221, Sorell - 6269 

0000.  Copies of the weeds of Southern Tasmania booklet can be picked up at the Dunalley 

Neighbourhood house. 

 

 

 

 

This allocasurina species is starting to sucker from the roots.  
taken on 16.5.13 at Dunalley Beach. 

Epicormic bud growth on a eucalypt 
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Response of weeds in the local area to fire – table 1 (adapted from Forestry Tasmania, 

Rehabilitation and Recovery – Weed Management Information) 

Blackberry Rubus fruticosus agg.  Tolerates fire.  Regenerates from underground bulbs following 
fire.  Species is also known to regenerate from seed. 

Blue 
Periwinkle 

Vinca major` Regenerates vegetatively after low to moderate intensity fires and 
may be killed by high intensity fires. 

Cape Broom 
and  
English Broom 
 

Genista 
monspessulana  and 
Cytisus scoparisus 

Responds readily to fire.  Massive seedling recruitment will occur from 
the soil seed bank post-fire.  The disturbance caused by containment 
line construction and other fire suppression activities will also 
encourage broom germination and may facilitate the spread of broom 
seeds.  Plants established from seed do not flower until at least two 
years old. 

Gorse Ulex europaeus Responds readily to fire.  Gorse burns readily – some plants may re-
sprout and significant recruitment from the soil seed bank will also 
occur post-fire.   

Horehound Marrubium vulgare Responds readily to fire.  Fire will kill mature plants and stimulate the 
germination of soil – stored seeds.  Plants may seed seed in first year 
of growth. 

Patterson’s 
Curse 

Echium 
plantagineum 

Seed remains dormant in the soil and while a high intensity fire may 
kill off many seeds, lower intensity fires may promote germination of 
seedlings. 

Radiata pine Pinus radiata  Responds readily to fire.  Hot fires kill adult plants and stimulate the 
release of seeds from the cones. Burnt infestations are likely to be 
recolonised by seedlings 

Ragwort Senecio jacobaea Responds readily to disturbance (eg fire and clearing).  Mature plants 
may be killed by fire and seed germination likely to follow.  Plants 
regenerating from seed can flower after first year, but may require up 
to five years before flowering. Plants can regrow from small fragments 
of root or crown. 

Serrated 
tussock 

Nasella trichotoma Tolerates fire.  Plants are not generally killed by fire.  However, fire 
may improve the effectiveness of chemical control as dead foliage is 
removed, thereby improving herbicide up-take. 

Spanish heath Erica lusitanica Mixed response to fire.  Plants may be killed by hot fires, but will re-
sprout following low intensity fires.  Fire may have a role in 
stimulating seed germination, but as most seed is found buried at 
shallow depths, hot fires may destroy much of the seed bank. 

St Johns wort Hypericum 
perforatum 

Responds readily to fire.  Brief exposure to extremely high 
temperatures increases germination, hence there is dense seedling 
growth following fires. Plants may also reshoot and sucker following 
fire. 

   

Sweet 
pittosporum 

Pittosporum 
undulatum  

Fire sensitive. Hot fires can kill plants, but low intensity fires can 
stimulate re sprouting from basal shoots.  Monitor seedlings over five 
year period. 

 

 


